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An integrated approach to urban climate change adaptation

The many dimensions of integration

• international frameworks 

• multi-level governance

• multi-sectoral approach

• climate change and DRR

• adaptation, mitigation & 

sustainable development

• financing

• the needs of specific groups

• …and of course the spatial dimension

UN-Habitat’s climate action support framework



March 2015  

Sendai Framework

Increase countries’resilience  

to disasters / disaster risk  

reduction

Increasing number of  

countries with localand  

national disaster risk  

reduction strategies

Reduce global disaster  

mortality andeffected people

Reduce disaster economic

loss and disaster damage to

critical infrastructure

Increase the availability to  

and access of multi-hazard  

early warning systems,  

disaster risk information and  

assessments

Comprehensive  

developmentagenda

Increase the number of  

settlements adapting and  

implementing strategies on  

climate changeand disaster  

resilience

Reduce number of  

casualties and people  

effected byeconomic losses

Access forall to adequate  

safe and affordablehousing

/ basic services + upgrade

slumsand transport systems  

Access to safe, inclusive

green public spaces  

Reduceenvironmental

impactof cities (airquality,  

wasteetc.)

To keep global temperatures

from rising above 2 degrees

Celsius

Increasing the ability to  

adapt to the adverse impacts  

of climatechange

Foster climate resilience  

and low greenhouse gas  

emissions development

30 NationallyDetermined 

Contributions with a strong  

urban content. (Latin Am.:  

4,Africa: 11,Middle East: 2,  

Asia Pac:13)

65 NationallyDetermined 

Contributions with a 

moderate urban content. 

(Latin Am.:16, Europe: 2,  

Africa: 27,Middle East: 11,  

Asia Pac.:9)

Sustainableurban  

development

Provide mechanism to  

implement local agendas  

Addressing climate change  by

reducing greenhouse gas  

emissions

Strengthening urban  

resilience to reduce the  

impact of disaster  Improve 

connectivityand  support 

greeninitiatives

Promote safe,accessible and  

green public spaces  

Supporting cleaner cities  

Provide basicservices

Means of implementation: 

governance, capacities, 

finance, planning, partnerships

September 2015  

Sustainable  

Developement  

Goals

October 2016

New UrbanAgenda

December 2015  

Paris agreement

Sendai Framework, Sustainable Development Goals, Paris agreement, New Urban Agenda

Date  

Title

Logo

Aim

ClimateChange

andUrban  

components



Vertical Integration for Local Action
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Mainstreaming Climate Change in the Philippines

Multi-Level Governance vertical andhorizontal

Integration



National Urban Policies as sectoral integrator



City-wide action plans

10 City-wide entry points: 
• Urban Planning and Land

• Housing

• Infrastructure

• Water, Sanitation and Waste

• Ecosystems and Coastal Protection

• Human Health and Well-being

• Communication, Awareness

• Livelihoods

• Disaster Response

• Governance and Partnerships

3 Levels
• City

• Ward

• Hotspot communities



City-wide action plans



City-wide action plans



Community Action Plans inform the Local Planning Scheme 

Tenure



District level climate change planning approach – cluster of villages, Lao PDR 

 

TERRITORIAL LINKAGES AND SPATIAL STRUCTURE Vulnerability Index (village level) Clustered Interventions



Integrating climate change into spatial plans

Philippines Comprehensive Land Use Plan Development 

Climate Change and 

Disaster Risk Assessment

Local Climate Change 

Action Plans



Integrating climate change into spatial plans


